GEORGE THE THIRD
had no constructive foreign policy: with the prospect of war
never far away his country was isolated in Europe. Nor was
more encouragement to be had from the Government's domestic
policy. The country was seething with unrest: that unrest was
due to nothing less than the attack on Wilkes. The rights of the
freeholders in Middlesex had been arbitrarily violated; and what
had been done in one county could be done in another with
impunity. In short the Government had aimed a blow at the
Constitution.
The Government's reply was the obvious one: the House of
Commons had a constitutional right to decide in all matters
affecting elections. Wilkes for a gross libel on a Minister of the
Crown had been expelled from the House: more than that the
Commons had resolved that he was ineligible for membership of
their assembly. Chatham returned to the charge. The House of
Commons must be saved from itself: the members had flagrantly
usurped authority to which they had no right under the
Constitution.
A breach had been made in the Constitution—the battlements are
dismantled—the walls totter—the Constitution is not tenable. What
remains then for us but to stand foremost in the breach; to repair
or to perish in it ?
It was the language which Chatham had used so often to cow
the Commons to obedience to his imperious will.
Then followed an ugly piece of political treachery. Rising
from the Woolsack Camden denounced his colleagues in the
Ministry for their ' conspiracy' against the liberties of their
country! In the course of his speech he said:
I accepted the Great Seal at first without conditions. I meant not
therefore to be trammelled by his Majesty—I beg pardon, by his
Ministers. But I have suffered myself to be so too long. For
some time I have beheld with silent indignation the arbitrary
measures which they were pursuing. I have often drooped and
held my head in council, and disapproved by my looks those steps
which I knew my avowed opposition could not prevent. I will,
however, do so no longer, but will openly and boldly speak my
sentiments.
A great lawyer was Camden;  but his retention of office in the
circumstances which he related to the Lords reflects litde credit
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